
 

 

If you're a Harley Davidson buff, nothing compares with Sturgis in August.  George 
Sheridan and his wife/"biker chic", Nora, have been doing Sturgis, 5 times since 1999.  
Some of his classmates have had the opportunity to "live vicariously" through George's 
most recent journal of experiences.  Now, you too, can join them as they…                                   
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7-27-10 TUESDAY :ALOHA FROM KEAAU. I DEPART TOMORROW TO SAN 
DIEGO TO PICK UP MY BIKE AND GO TO LAS VEGAS . I SHIPPED THE BIKE 

FROM HAWAII WITH PASHA- THEY ONLY SHIP 
VEHICLES TO AND FROM HAWAII/SAN DIEGO. THEY 
MAKE IT EASY AND IT WAS ONLY $900 RT FOR THE 
BIKE. NORA IS ALREADY IN LV-SHE WENT UP EARLY 
TO HELP WITH MY NEW GRANDDAUGHTER CHRISTINE, 
MY SON TODD’S FIRST CHILD. I AM ANXIOUS TO SEE 
BOTH NORA AND THE BABY.  

NORA AND I WILL STAY IN LV FOR A FEW DAYS AND THEN DEPART TO 
STURGES, SOUTH DAKOTA FOR THE FAMOUS BLACK HILLS MOTORCYCLE 
RALLY. I PLAN TO WRITE A RUNNING SUMMARY OF OUR TRIP TO SHARE 
WITH YOU. I DID THE SAME THING WHEN WE WENT ACROSS THE USA IN 
1999 WHEN I RETIRED. HOPE EVERYONE ENJOYS IT. IF YOU DON’T, YOU 
KNOW WHERE THE DELETE BUTTON IS. �  
 
7-29-10  THURSDAY: I’M IN LAS VEGAS. GOT INTO SAN DIEGO LATE LAST 
NIGHT AND PICKED UP MY BIKE FROM PASHA AND WAS ON THE ROAD BY 
0830 THIS MORNING-AS I SAID EARLIER, PASHA MAKES IT EASY. NICE RIDE 
THROUGH THE SO CAL “ALMOST DESERT” UNTIL I GOT TO BARSTOW 
WHICH IS THE MOJAVE MOONSCAPE. YOU WOULD THINK THAT RIDING A 
BIKE AT 75-80 MPH WOULDE KEEP YOU COOL. HOWEVER, WHEN IT’S 110+, 
IT’S LIKE RIDING IN A FURNACE. YOUR SWEAT EVAPORATES BEFORE YOU 

FEEL IT AND YOU CAN GET SERIOUSLY 
DEHYDRATED IF YOU DON’T DRINK A LOT OF 
FLUIDS-ESPECIALLY WHEN YOU‘RE AN OLD GUY� . I 
FOUND THROUGH MANY YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
THAT BEER WORKS BEST! 
NORA DROVE OUT WITH MEL AND THE BABY IN THE 
TRUCK AND MY SON ON HIS HARLEY TO MEET ME 

AT PRIMM, WHICH IS ABOUT 30 MILES FROM VEGAS TO “ESCORT” ME IN. 
THEY WERE ABLE TO GET THR PICTURE BELOW.                      
 
   
8-3-10 TUESDAY: HAD A NICE VISIT WITH MY SON AND HIS FAMILY AND 
CATCHING UP WITH FRIENDS AND ARMY BUDDIES WHO HAVE MOVED 
HERE.  
THERE IS A HUGE NUMBER OF HAWAII PEOPLE THAT HAVE MOVED TO LV 
AND I BUMP INTO ONE OR TWO EVERY TIME I VISIT LV. 



 

 

WE DEPART FOR DENVER ENROUTE TO STURGIS TOMORROW. 
HOWEVER, WE WERE DEEPLY SADENED TO RECEIVE A CALL THAT ONE OF 
OUR GOOD FRIENDS, WILFRED MAKAEHU HAD A MASSIVE STROKE AND 
WAS NOT LIKELY TO SURVIVE. NORA AND I HAD BEEN TO STURGIS TWICE 
WITH MAKA AND HIS WIFE, AND ALWAYS HAD A GOOD TIME WITH 
THEM..HE WAS A GOOD SOUL. LIFE IS FRAGILE. 
 
8-4-10 WEDNESDAY: THE ADVENTURE BEGINS ON A SAD NOTE. MAKA 
PASSED AWAY LAST NIGHT. HE HAD A HAWAIIAN HEART THAT WAS 
BIGGER THAN HE WAS. HE WILL BE DEARLY MISSED BY US ALL. 
WE LEFT LV AT 0800 UP I-15 THROUGH THE MOONSCAPE DESERT. MADE A 
STOP IN CEDAR CITY,UT TO DROP OFF SOME GIFTS FOR MY TAX LADY. SHE 
WAS MY TAX LADY WHEN I LIVED ON OAHU AND HAS SINCE MOVED TO 
LV AND THEN CEDAR CITY. THE TERRAIN GOT GREENER AS WE WENT 
NORTH. WE WENT EAST ON I-70 AND  THROUGH SOME OF THE PRETTIEST 
DESERT MOUNTAINS TO GREEN RIVER,UT. THE MAIN PART OF TOWN IS 
ALMOST A GHOST TOWN WITH CLOSED AND BOARDED UP BUSINESSES. 
HOWEVER, THE GREEN RIVER TERRACE HOTEL ON THE EAST SIDE IS AN 
OASIS WITH NICE, CLEAN,SPACIOUS ROOMS FOR A REASONABLE PRICE. IT 
EVEN HAS WI FI. 
WE WERE WORRIED THAT WE MIGHT HIT SOME HEAVY RAIN, BUT WE 
WERE ABLE TO SKIRT THE SQUALLS AND WERE TREATED TO A LIGHTNING 
SHOW. 
OUR BIKE IS MADE FOR THESE KIND OF TRIPS. IT HAS A WINDSHIELD WITH 
UPPER AND LOWER FAIRINGS TO BLOCK THE RAIN-AND THE BUGS!  IT 
ALSO HAS AM/FM RADIO, CD PLAYER, WEATHER BAND, VOICE 
ACTUATEDED INTERCOM FOR RIDER AND PASSENGER,AND CRUISE 
CONTROL. ALL THE CONTROLS ARE AT YOUR THUMBS. IT’S BIG,STRONG, 
AND AGILE. I’VE HAD FIVE HARLEY’S AND THIS IS THE BEST ONE BY FAR. 
IN ADDITION, EVEN THOUGH MY BIKE IS 8 YEARS OLD AND HAS 80,000 
MILES ON IT, I NEVER WORRIED ABOUT A BREAKDOWN- THE NEW 
HARLEYS ARE BULLETPROOF! 
     
8-5-10 THURSDAY: WE LEFT GREEN RIVER ABOUT 0830 FOR DENVER AND 
ARRIVED AT MIKE & MARY MARTINEZ HOME ABOUT 1530. WE’RE MADE 

GOOD TIME; WENT 420 MI TO GREEN RIVER AND 365 
TO DENVER. INTERSTATE 70 HAS TO BE ONE OF THE 
MOST SCENIC DRIVES IN THE COUNTRY ESPECIALLY 
WHEN YOU GO ACROSS GOD’S WRINKLE, THE GREAT 
ROCKY MOUNTAINS. 
MIKE MARTINEZ AND I WERE 
BOTH OPERATIONS AND TRAINING 

OFFICERS FOR OUR RESPECTIVE STATE ARNG‘S. MIKE & 
MARY WEREN’T HOME BUT GAVE US THE ENTRY KEY 
TO THEIR HOME AND TOLD US TO MAKE OURSELVES AT 
HOME. THEY’RE GREAT FRIENDS. 



 

 

8-6-10 FRIDAY: LEFT DENVER AT 0745 AND ARRIVED AT RAPID CITY AT 
1530. ANOTHER EASY RIDE; COFFEE IN THE CUP HOLDER, HAWAIIAN 
MUSIC ON THE STEREO, SET THE CRUISE CONTROL TO 75 MPH, AND SIT 
BACK AND ENJOY THE SCENERY. NORA AND I HAVE DONE THIS A LOT 
AND WE HAVE SET A ROUTINE WHICH WORKS FOR US. WE DON‘T RUSH TO 
DEPART- 0830 OR 0900 IS FINE. WE TRY TO DO NO MORE THAT 400 MILES A 
DAY SO THAT WE STOP AROUND 1500. RIDING A BIKE IS A LOT MORE 
TIRING THAN TRAVELING BY CAR SINCE YOU‘RE IN THE ELEMENTS AND 
YOU HAVE TO BE MORE ALERT. WE TRY TO MAKE OUR STOPS IN PLACES 
THAT ARE INTERESTING TO VISIT AND WE TRY TO STAY DOWNTOWN AND 
MINGLE WITH THE LOCALS.  IN ADDITION, WE DON’T CAMP! AFTER 33 YRS 
IN THE INFANTRY MY CAMPING DAYS ARE OVER. �  
WE PASSED ABOUT 7 TRAINS WITH APPROX 80 CARS PILED HIGH WITH 
COAL, HEADING TO ELECTRIC PLANTS ALL OVER THE COUNTRY. I AM 
ALWAYS AMAZED AT THE GREAT AMOUNT OF RESOURCES AND VAST, 
EMPTY SPACES WE HAVE IN THIS COUNTRY. 
 
8-7-10 SATURDAY: WE ARE STAYING IN RAPID CITY , WHICH IS ABOUT 30 
MILES FROM STURGIS. THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 500,000 BIKES IN THE 
AREA DURING BIKE WEEK. STURGIS IS A SMALL TOWN SO YOU COULDN’T 
GET EVERYONE IN TOWN AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, THE BLACK 
HILLS HAS SOME OF THE PRETTIEST DRIVES THAT YOU’LL EVER SEE.. IT 
ALSO HAS A FEW SMALL OLD TIME MINING TOWNS WITH A LOT OF SHOPS 
FOR OUR WIVES TO VISIT. BIKE WEEK HAS EVOLVED FROM A WILD(AND 
DANGEROUS) DRUNKEN BRAWL INTO A BIG PARTY THAT STRETCHES 2 
WEEKS LONGER THAN THE OFFICIAL RALLY TIME. . THE CITY BRINGS IN 
POLICE FROM THE SURROUNDING AREA TO KEEP ORDER. GET STUPID AND 
YOU CAN SPEND BIKE WEEK IN JAIL. THE CITY OF STURGES WANTS A SAFE 
EVENT SINCE BIKE WEEK IS ALSO A BIG MONEY MAKER FOR THE AREA. 
MANY OF THE STURGIS MERCHANTS EMPTY THEIR STORES AND PUT  THE 
GOODS IN CONTAINERS.THEY THEN RENT THEIR STORES OUT TO 
VENDORS OF BIKER GOODS; T SHIRTS, LEATHER GOODS, ETC. BIKERS 
SPEND LIKE DRUNKEN SAILORS AND MANY STORES MAKE MORE IN THE 2-
3 WEEKS OF BIKE WEEK THAN THEY DO THE REST OF THE YEAR. 
 WE ARE HANGING OUT WITH OUR GOOD FRIENDS FROM HILO, PHIL & SUE 
IRANON.. IRIE WAS THE COMMO PSG IN THE 2-299 INF IN HILO. HE RENTED 
A BIKE IN SEATTLE AND CAME IN WITH HIS COUSIN, NEPHEW, AND THEIR 
FRIENDS. THEY ALL ARE GREAT COMPANY AND GOOD COOKS. PHIL MADE 
PORK ADOBO AND RICE FOR DINNER. 
THE PICTURE BELOW WAS TAKEN ON MAIN STREET, STURGIS, THE DAY 
BEFORE THE OFFICIAL OPENING. NORA AND I ARE LEFT OF CENTER, 
ABOUT 5-6 ROWS BACK. 



 

 

                      
 
 
8-8-10 SUNDAY: WE HAD THE BEST RIDE TODAY. IRIE’S COUSIN TOOK US 
TO IRON MOUTAN ROAD. IT HAD GREAT SWEEPING CURVES WITH 1,000 FT 

DROP OFFS(AT LEAST IT LOOKED LIKE 1,000 FT), IT 
HAD ABOUT 6-8 HAIRPIN CURVES AND A 
CORKSCREW. NO KIDDING, 2 CONSEQUETIVE 360 
DEGREE TURNS-THE 1ST ONE WENT OVER A 1 LANE 
WOODEN BRIDGE, THE 2D ONE 
THROUGH A ONE LANE STONE 
TUNNEL. WE EVEN DROVE BY 

BUFFALO STANDING ON THE ROADSIDE. NORA TOOK 
THE PICTURE BELOW WHILE WE ROLLED BY. WHAT 
A RIDE!  WE ENDED UP AT DEADWOOD WHICH HAS 
CASINO’S ,WHERE I WON $150 ON A SLOT MACHINE. 
NORA & I GO TO LAS VEGAS 2-3 TIMES A YEAR AND I CAN ‘T REMEMBER 
WINNING ANYTHING ON A SLOT MACHINE. WE ENDED THE DAY WITH 
SHOYU CHICKEN AND RICE. I WISH EVERY DAY COULD BE LIKE THIS.  
             
  
8-10-10 TUESDAY: YESTER4DAY WE DID MORE CRUISING THROUGH THE 
BLACK HILLS. SPENT SOME TIME IN KEYSTONE, A LITTLE MINING TOWN 
NEAR MT RUSHMORE, WHICH IS NOW A TOURIST ATTRACTION WITH A 
LOT OF SHOPS FOR OUR WIVES TO ROAM. 
TODAY WE WENT BACK TO STURGIS FOR SOME LAST MINUTE SHOPPING. 
WE RODE AROUND RAPID CITY FOR A BIT ON OUR RETURN. TIME FOR US 
TO PACK UP AND GET READY TO LEAVE TOMORROW. WE WILL TRAVEL 
WITH PHIL IRANON AND HIS CREW THROUGH YELLOWSTONE TO SEATTLE 
WHERE WE WILL LEAVE THEM AND GO DOWN THE PACIFIC COAST TO SAN 
DIEGO. 



 

 

          
 
8-12-10 THURSDAY: WE LEFT RAPID CITY YESTERDAY WITH IRIE AND THE 
GANG ENROUTE TO POWELL, WY AND THEN THROUGH YELLOWSTONE TO 

BLACKFOOT,ID. WE STOPPED IN CODY,WY AT THEIR 
MUSEUM WHICH HAS A LOT OF INDIAN AND NATURAL 
HISTORY DISPLAYS. IT ALSO HAS ABOUT A THOUSAND 
GUNS FROM 1500’S HAND CANNONS TO MODERN 
WEAPONS. AN EXCEPTIONAL MUSEUM, ESPECIALLY 
FOR SUCH A SMALL TOWN.  

WE HAD A GREAT RIDE THROUGH  YELLOWSTONE AND 
GOT TO SEE OLD FAITHFUL GO OFF. 
NORA AND I BOUGHT A PAIR OF CAMERA GLASSES IN 
STURGES WHICH I THINK SHE’S GOING TO HAVE TO 
LEARN HOW TO USE BETTER. WE HAVE A LOT OF 
PICTURES OF THE BACK OF MY HELMUT.�  HOWEVER, IT 
ALSO TAKES VIDEO WHICH IS PRETTY NEAT ON  A BIKE.  
I HAVEN’T HAD TIME UPDATE MY TRIP RPT DAILY SINCE 
THE RIDE HAS TURNED INTO A ROLLING PARTY WITH 
BEER AND FOOD AT THE END OF EACH DAY. IRIE’S 
SISTER MET US IN POWELL WITH HER DAUGHTER AND A FRIEND WHICH 
ADDED THE FUN. 
                              

                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
8-14-10 SATURDAY: WE STAYED IN BAKER CITY, OREGON YESTERDAY. WE 
WENT UP THROUGH THE COLUMBIA RIVER GORGE ENROUTE TO SEATTLE. 
ANOTHER BEAUTIFUL RIDE THROUGH NEAR DESERT. WE COULD SEE 
SNOW COVERED MT HOOD IN OREGON AS WE LEFT YAKIMA AND WENT 
BY MT RAINIER AS WE NEARED SEATTLE. WE’RE STAYING IN SEATTLE 
FOR A COUPLE OF DAYS AND TO REST. 
 
8-16-10 MONDAY: WE HAD GREAT TIME IN SEATTLE BASKING IN THE 
HOSPITALITY OF IRIE’S FAMILY. THEY TOOK NORA SHOPPING AND WE 
PARTIED EVERY NIGHT. WE EVEN HAD A WINE TASTING PARTY! 
WE LEFT SEATTLE AND WENT DOWN THE PACIIC COAST. THE TRIP WAS 
SLOW BUT THE SCENERY WAS SPECTACULAR. WE STOPPED IN NEWPORT 
AND STAYED IN A CLEAN, INEXPENSIVE RODEWAY INN WITH A CHINESE 
RESTAURANT WITH A BAR NEXT DOOR-PERFECT COMBINATION! 
.      
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRIDGE BTWN WASH & OREGON 
 
8-18-10 WE MADE BETTER TIME AS WE WENT FROM NEWPORT, OR 
THROUGH SANTA ROSA, CA, AND THEN TO SAN LUIS OBISPO WHERE WE 
STAYED 2 DAYS. SCENERY WENT FROM SEA VIEWS TO REDWOOD FORESTS 

TO VINYARDS AS FAR AS YOU CAN SEE. NORA AND I ARE 
FAMILIAR WITH SLO SINCE WE WENT THERE MANY TIMES 
WHEN I WAS WORKING, FOR CONFERENCES AND TRAINING 
AT THE CAARNG CAMP IN SLO.  
THEY HAVE A GREAT OPEN MARKET ON MAIN ST ON 
THURSDAY NIGHT. WE GOT TOGETHER WITH JOE & LINDA 
DUROCHER AT THE MARKET. JOE AND I WERE 
CLASSMATES IN HIGH SCHOOL  AND HE LIVES NEAR SLO 
IN SANTA MARIA.  

CHECK OUT THE LEMON THEY WERE SELLING AT THE MARKET! 
 
 
 
8-20-10 FRIDAY: WHILE WE WERE IN SLO, MY BUDDY JOE REGALED NORA 
WITH STORIES OF HOW BAD THE TRAFFIC IS IN LA WHICH CAUSED MY 
WIFE TO GET ME TO LEAVE AT 0400 FOR SAN DIEGO. WE HIT A LITTLE 
TRAFFIC IN LA AND GOT TO SAN DIEGO BY 1030. I DROPPED THE BIKE OFF 
AT PASHA BY 1330 SO I WOULDN’T HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT SECURING IT 
IN A MOTEL PARKING LOT.  
WE STAYED IN LITTLE ITALY WHICH IS CLOSE TO DOWNTOWN SD AND 
HAS MANY GOOD RESTAURANTS. WE ATE AT AN ARGENTINIAN 
RESTAURANT CALLED PUERTA LA BOCA AND HAD AN EXCEPTIONAL 
MEAL. IT WAS $45 FOR TWO AND HAD SHORT RIBS, SKIRT STEAKS, PORK 
CHOPS, CHICKEN, CHORIZO, AND BLOOD SAUSAGE. THE BEEF WAS THE 
TASTIEST I EVER HAD. THE BOOD SAUSAGE WAS GOOD, BUT NOT AS GOOD 
AS PORTUGUESE BLOOD SAUSAGE WE HAVE IN HAWAII. IT WAS ENOUGH 
FOOD FOR 4 NOT 2. 
WE HAD A PLEASANT SURPRISE IN SATURDAY WHEN WE DISCOVERED A 
FARMERS MARKET IN THE CENTER OF LITTLE ITALY WITH AN ECLECTIC 
CHOICE OF PREPARED FOODS, PRODUCE, AND PRODUCTS. IT WAS A NICE 
WAY TO SPEND THE MORNING.  
 
WE FLEW BACK HOME ON SUNDAY FOR A MUCH NEEDED REST. YEAH, I 



 

 

KNOW. WHEN YOU GET OLDER, YOU EVEN HAVE TO REST AFTER A 
VACATION. �  
 
THE MAIN REASON I DID THIS TRIP STORY WAS TO GIVE YOU AN IDEA 
HOW GOOD A ROAD TRIP IS. IF YOU DO ANYTHING IN THIS LIFE, YOU NEED 
TO DO A TRIP ACROSS THIS GREAT COUNTRY OF OURS.  TAKE AT LEAST 3-
4 WEEKS AND DO YOUR TRIP PRIMARILY BASED ON DESTINATIONS. FIND 
MOTELS NEAR THE MAIN PART OF TOWN AND MINGLE WITH THE LOCALS. 
YOU WILL GET A BETTER APPRECIATION OF HOW TRULY BLESSED WE ARE 
TO BE AMERICANS.  
OBVIOUSLY, IT’S MORE FUN ON A BIKE, BUT A CAR WILL DO. �  
 
ALOHA FROM GEORGE & NORA 

 
 
CHRISTINE YOSHIKO LIM SHERIDAN-SHE IS 
IRISH,PORTUGUESE,KOREAN,JAPANESE,FILIPINO, AND GERMAN- 
AN ALL AMERICAN!!! 
 
 


